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Abstract: The effect of geographical distance on the extent of socioeconomic impacts of the
Dukovany nuclear power plant in the Czech Republic is assessed by combining two different
research approaches. First, we survey how people living in municipalities in the vicinity of the
power plant perceive impacts on their personal quality of life. Second, we explore the effects
of the power plant on regional development by analysing long-term statistical data about the
unemployment rate, the share of workers in the energy sector and overall job opportunities in
the respective municipalities. The results indicate that the power plant has had significant
positive impacts on surrounding communities both as perceived by residents and as
evidenced by the statistical data. The level of impacts is, however, significantly influenced by
the spatial and social distances of communities and individuals from the power plant. The
perception of positive impacts correlates with geographical proximity to the power plant,
while the hypothetical distance where positive effects on the quality of life are no longer
perceived was estimated at about 15 km. Positive effects are also more likely to be reported
by highly educated, young and middle-aged and economically active persons, whose work is
connected to the power plant.
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Abstract: Drawing on empirical evidence from the Czech Republic, differences in agricultural
labour productivity at the micro-regional level are examined. The role of geographical factors:
natural conditions, landscape fragmentation, localisation and urbanization economies, are
discussed. In addition, we also test the effects of farm size structure to capture the results of
internal scale economies. The key importance of natural conditions is confirmed: they were
significantly more important than farm characteristics such as size structure, ownership
status and mode of production. Regional agricultural labour productivity was positively
influenced by the nominal price of agricultural land and population density. Surprisingly,
micro-regions dominated by large farms performed at lower productivity levels than micro-
regions with fragmented farm size structure in the Czech Republic.
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Abstract: The measurement and evaluation of the attractiveness of shopping centres in the
Czech and the Slovak Republics is examined in this paper, countries which had experienced
seventy years of development within a single state. The methodological basis for measuring
the attractiveness of 130 shopping centres is an evaluation of the factors that can be described



as objective (exogenous and endogenous) and subjective (in vivo and in vitro approach). An
aggregate indicator of the overall attractiveness of each shopping centre was computed as a
combination of the sub-variables. Based on previous international studies, the factors
(variables influencing attractiveness) that are typical for shopping malls anywhere in the
world, as well as for the original specific information for the Czech-Slovak retail environment,
enable a generalization of the results at least to the East Central European level, and to carry
out a comparison with any other market environment.
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Abstract: The problem of using the concept of post-industrialism to define regions with
traditional industries is addressed in this article. It focuses on the diversity of industrial
development in the Katowice conurbation (Poland) and the difficulties of situating the region
in the widely- used taxonomy by Phelps and Ozawa, which assumes a one-way transition from
the late-industrial to post-industrial stage. The authors point to the fact that only some of the
towns can be described as post-industrial, since there are also towns in which traditional
industries continue to develop relatively well and others at an advanced stage of re-
industrialization. The proposal is made that the Katowice conurbation can be described as a
“trans-industrial region” in order to account for the various stages of development in the
industrial sector in the towns of the conurbation, and to underline the dynamic nature and
temporal variability of the industrialization factor in the region.
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Abstract: Child overweight and obesity represent a serious health problem worldwide. The
Czech Republic now ranks the fourth most obese country in Europe and obesity and
overweight is becoming more and more frequent in children and teenagers. This pilot study
estimates the prevalence of obesity and overweight among Czech teenagers aged 14215 years
in terms of neighbourhood characteristics, and assesses the effects of neighbourhood
environmental quality versus family or personal-level factors on teenage obesity and
overweight. The results show that unsafe environments result in the risk of lesser physical
activity of their inhabitants, but since the vast majority (92%) of the students felt safe in their
neighbourhoods, mediation through safety of the neighbourhood is not at stake. Second, the
housing estates demonstrate the most severe problems with both obesity and overweight and
their built environments, but when perceptions of sporting facilities and similar opportunities
for physical activity are factored in, they do not have low scores; therefore, mediation by
physical activity is not a relevant response to the obesity problem. These findings imply that
the most important obesogenic and obesoprotective factors are likely to be found within the
family environment and personal life styles.
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