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Annotations: 
Renewable energy development in rural areas 
A plan to increase a share of energy production gained from the renewable sources has been 
proclaimed and ratified in most of the European countries. The usage of so called clean energy (wind, 
solar, biomass, etc.) has become a global challenge that raises social controversies on a local and 
regional level though. On one hand the projects of wind parks, photovoltaic plants, biomass or biogas 
plants are objects of entrepreneurial interest of developers, a potential source of development 
investments for concerned municipalities (often from peripheral rural areas), new way of land-use and 
development for farmers, et cetera, and on the other hand it is a generator of violation of local 
landscape character and a degradation of agriculture land in eyes of the opponents. In this respect, the 



problem of realization of new technologies´ projects have become a kind of hammer in political frays 
in the context of spatial planning, regional development and land use policy. Although it could have 
seemed the spatial diffusion of these new technologies should be determined entirely by suitable 
climatic, physical-geographical and environmental conditions of the areas, the research and practice 
reveal that “soft factors” including political-institutional and social factors, the risk perception, 
positive motivation for the innovations adoption and social acceptance by all the key stakeholders 
(developers, residents, local administration, regional authorities, landscape protection activists, etc.) 
are the crucial agents of projects realization. There is a wide space for investigation for human 
geography, sociology and other related disciplines. 
 
Multifunctional farming and rural development 
Rural space recently undergoes important structural changes. While several years ago countryside was 
primarily linked to farming from its production point of view, nowadays attitude to rural space is 
much more diversified. Production as a main paradigm of agricultural activities has been reshaped by 
multifunctional strategy for farming. Also social, environmental and cultural aspects are more taken 
into account. Depopulation of rural areas, its ageing, unemployment and deteriorating educational 
structure are typical features of majority of today rural areas. Especially peripheral rural areas are 
highly endangered by such development. Farms as natural cores of entrepreneurial activities in rural 
areas are facing challenges – needs for increase of alternative sources of income from both services 
and tourism or qualitatively other way of production – organic farming. These attitudes to rural areas 
make its development less dependant on crowded market with conventional products of farming, i.e. 
more stable. All above mentioned features create basis for well-balanced development of rural areas 
and make map of rural economy very diversified which deserves to be researched. Geographical 
analyses of spatial distribution of this phenomena help to understand wide context of changes, foreign 
experiences on the other hand help to point out weaknesses of system. 
 
Rural tourism 
Tourism and recreation in rural areas has certain specifics in comparison to other dominant forms of 
tourism such as in mountainous areas, towns or by seaside. The intensity of rural tourism is 
considerably lower, an offer of activities is quite distinct, and it has rather smaller scale than “strong” 
forms of tourism and recreation. Rural tourism can be ranked among the sustainable approaches to the 
landscape and local population. It should have a multiple effect, not only bringing economic benefits 
to tourism enterprises but also it should also positively influence the character of the landscape, it 
respects local cultures and identities, it should have an education role for the participants, it should 
improve the economic situation of local population, which in case it makes its living from the 
agriculture can diversify its sources of income. Rural tourism as such is closely linked with organic 
farming, local planning and landscape protection. Rural tourism can be on of the ways of stimulation 
of local and regional development in the less favoured areas.  
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