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Viticulture in the Czech republic: some spatio-

temporal trends

Abstract
From a global perspective, the growing of grapevines in the Czech Republic is of peripheral importance. For 

a group of grape-growing villages in southern Moravia, however, the making of wine is bound up with local 
history, traditions and cultural life, and contributes significantly to the local economy. This paper describes 
the current status of viticulture in Bohemia and Moravia, addressing changes in the number and structure of 
wine producers and pointing out some qualitative changes that the business is undergoing. Changing consumer 
tastes have brought a demand for quality wines of local origin, which cannot be met without high quality care 
of vineyards throughout the lifetime of the vines. Special attention is given to two alternative ways of tending 
vineyards – the development of integrated production, and organic viticulture – that are developing rapidly in 
the Czech Republic even when compared to Austria and Germany.

Shrnutí

Vinohradnictví v České republice: prostorově-časové trendy
Pìstování vinné révy v Èeské republice má sice z hlediska celosvìtového spíše okrajový význam, velkou roli 

souèasnou situací v èeském, resp. moravském vinohradnictví – pozornost je vìnována nejen zmìnám v poètu a 
struktuøe pìstitelù, ale øadì kvalitativních zmìn, kterými odvìtví prochází. Zmìny ve spotøebitelských návycích 

hospodaøení ve vinicích (rozvoji integrované produkce a ekologickému vinohradnictví), které se i ve srovnání s 
Rakouskem èi Nìmeckem rozvíjí v ÈR velmi dynamicky.
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3. Methodology and data
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4. Results

4.1 Development of viticulture in the Czech Republic
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Tab. 1: Number of vine-growers and vineyard area  in the CR and in neighbouring countries in 2005 and 2011
Notes: 1) Figures from vineyards registers which include vine-growers with at least 10 ares of vine in the CR, or 30 ares 
in Slovakia and several vine-growers voluntarily registered with a very little area under vineyards. In addition, those 
vine-growers are included who do not have to have plant vineyards but have a right of replanting. In Austria, all 
vine-growers are included questioned in the Basic survey of areas under vine 2009 (full survey), in Germany, vine-
growers with a vineyard area of 30 ares and more according to the Agricultural Structure Survey 2010 (Federal 
Statistical Office, Germany, 2011); 2) Reference years 1999; 3) Reference year 2009; 4) Includes the area of vine 
growers registered in the Vineyards Registers of CISTA, CCTIA (CZ, SK), productive vineyards (Austria), data from 
the German Wine Institute; 5) Reference year 2010. n/a – data not available
Sources: CISTA, 2012; Statistics Austria, 2009; German Wine Institute, 2006, 2013

Fig. 1: Vine Regions of the Czech Republic
Source: Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech Republic, 2013

Fig. 2: The area share of vineyards on agricultural land in the Czech Republic in 2012
Source: Czech Office for Surveying, Mapping and Cadastre (COSMC), 2012
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Fig. 3: Structure of viticulture businesses in the Czech Republic in 2013
Sources: CISTA, 2013; COSMC, 2013
Note: Subjects assigned according to their home address or company address
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Village District
Area of vineyards 

2012 (ha)

Number of vine 

growers 2012

Number of vine 

growers 2004

Index of change 

(2012/2004) (%)

Tab. 2: The largest vine growing villages in the Czech Republic according to the number of vine growers in 2012
Comments: The number of vine growers in a particular village is influenced by a number of factors – not only by the 
vineyard area itself but also by terrain segmentation, presence of bigger businesses in the structure of vine growers, 
sizes of land ownership (given e.g. by heritage tradition ), specific traditions in a respective region etc.
Source: MoA CR, 2010, 2013a

Fig. 4: Support of the Wine Growers Fund of the Czech Republic in 2013
Source: Wine Growers Fund of the Czech Republic, 2013

Fig. 5: The share of IP and organic vineyards in productive vineyards in Austria and in the Czech Republic (%) 
Sources: MoA CR (2007a, 2008, 2009, 2010a, 2011, 2013a, 2013b); Bundesanstalt für Bergbauernfragen 
(2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011)
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4.2 Integrated production of vine

Czech Republic Slovakia Austria Germany

Tab. 3: Implementation of the integrated vine production system in vineyards of the Czech Republic and neighbouring 
countries in 2005 and 2011
Notes: 1) Reference year 2010; 2) System of IP support in Germany differs from the CR: according to Hluchý (2012), 
IP is practised by 80–90% of vine growers in Germany; x – Integrated production payments in Slovakia since 2007;  
n/a – data not available
Sources: MoA CR, 2007, 2013a; Bundesanstalt für Bergbauernfragen, 2011; CCTIA, 2013; Federal Statistical Office 
Germany, 2011; authors’ calculations.
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4.3 Organic viticulture

Czech Republic Slovakia Austria Germany

Tab. 4: Organic viticulture in the Czech Republic and in neighbouring countries in 2005 and 2011
Notes:1) Reference year 2006;  2) Data as of 31 March 2006; n/a – data not available
Sources: MoA CR, 2006, 2013b; CCTIA, 2013; Bundesanstalt für Bergbauernfragen, 2006, 2012; Federal Statistical 
Office, 2006, 2011; German Wine Institute, 2006, 2013

Tab. 5: Development of organically farmed vineyards in the Czech Republic 2008–2011
Sources: MoA CR, 2013b; authors’ calculations
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Fig. 6: Organic vineyards in the Czech Republic in 2012
Sources: CISTA, 2012, COSMC, 2012

5. Conclusions
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